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[00:00:00]
Mollie:

In one of our episodes we’re going to talk about our 2019 reading goals.
But I’ll have to put that one on my list.

Katie:

That’s funny that that’s one of your goals, because that’s also one of my
goals.

Mollie:

Yes, yes. Forever reading the same things.

Katie:

Yeah.

Mollie:

That’s my goal. That’s my real goal, is to read whatever you’re reading.

Katie:

I know, right? I think that’s my ultimate goal as well.

Mollie:

Welcome to No Thanks We’re Booked. I’m Mollie.

Katie:

And I’m Katie. And this is a podcast where we look at life through a
bookish lens.

[00:00:31]
Mollie:

I can’t believe we just remembered how to do that.

Katie:

I know, except we forgot –

Mollie:

Season 2.

Katie:

Hey, girl, hey.

Mollie:

Oh, I was like, “What? What did we forget?” This episode is gonna be –

Katie:

[crosstalk] hey, girl, hey. We’re all over the place.

Mollie:

It’s gonna be hilarious. We were just talking before we hit record about
how we just haven’t done this in so long.

Katie:

Well, it is fresh, fresh for Season 2.
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[00:00:55]
Mollie:

Fresh. Welcome to Season 2, people! Also, I feel like I need to warn people that I
am sick when we’re recording this episode. So if you hear some casual coughing,
that’s what’s going on over here.

Katie:

Have you ever watched a TV show and noticed that one of the characters
has a cold?

Mollie:

Yes.

Katie:

You can hear it in their voice, and it’s never acknowledged.

Mollie:

Yes, and it’s so weird.

Katie:

Right? It’s never acknowledged that there’s a cold because their character’s not
supposed to have a cold.

[00:01:31]
Mollie:

Oh my gosh, you’re so right. They should just write it into the script.

Katie:

I know.

Mollie:

Because it totally takes you away from the story. You’re like, “This person is not
…”

Katie:

This person is not well.

Mollie:

This actor is sick, they need to not be working. Okay, watch this, or listen to this,
rather. Oh yeah.

Katie:

What are you drinking tonight, girl?

Mollie:

It’s been a while since I’ve heard that. La Croix.

Katie:

Did they change the –

Mollie:

Yeah!

Katie:

The can?

Mollie:

Oh sorry, no. This is Trader Joe’s sparkling water.

Katie:

It’s knock off La Croix.

[00:01:59]
Mollie:

Knock off La Croix, my b, my b. and It’s not as good, if I’m being honest. Do you
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hear that?
Katie:

That’s some good sizzle.

Mollie:

That is the most magical sound.

Katie:

You know what I’ve been drinking.

Mollie:

What?

Katie:

The brand that … I first saw it on Ellen. On the Ellen show. She was in Target,
and she was doing one of those things where she messes with the people that
work there, or she sends someone to mess with the people who work there. It’s
called Bubly.

Mollie:

Oh yeah.

[00:02:30]
Katie:

It’s B-U-B-L-Y. I love it. It’s my new favorite.

Mollie:

Yeah, it’s so good. Can I just tell you that some of my friends hate that stuff
because they say it smells like armpits?

Katie:

All of them, or is there one particular flavor?

Mollie:

Yes! The Bubly brand. I have like four friends who have said that to me. Isn’t that
weird?

Katie:

Separately? Like, do they know each other?

Mollie:

Anyway. No, all together.

Katie:

Is this a conspiracy?

Mollie:

No, they all just agreed one day when we were all hanging out, and I was like,
“Y’all are crazy, that is weird. [Inaudible 00:03:03].

[00:03:04]
Katie:

They are crazy. I feel like it’s the one brand that has really captured the flavors of
things.

Mollie:

I know.

Katie:

That sounds, to me … Actually, I’d be really curious, does anyone else out there
agree with that? Because I think that sounds crazy.
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Mollie:

I think it was more accurate that they said it smelled like BO, which is even worse
than armpits.

Katie:

That is worse.

Mollie:

Like, not normal armpit smell, but like BO.

[00:03:30]
Katie:

Well.

Mollie:

Yep.

Katie:

Yeah, gross.

Mollie:

Yep.

Katie:

I’m gonna pull out a Bubly later, ‘cause we’ve got the apple flavor, and I’m going
to see if I –

Mollie:

Apple?

Katie:

Apple, yeah. There’s an apple flavor.

Mollie:

I haven’t had the apple one.

Katie:

It’s good.

Mollie:

Oh wow.

Katie:

Yeah.

Mollie:

Anyway, welcome back, Season 2. We’ve been rambling for five minutes already.
Don’t you miss us, everybody? Katie, what are you reading?

Katie:

I feel like this is so weird, ‘cause there’s so many books that we’ve read since the
last time we spoke on the podcast that we haven’t talked about.

[00:04:03]
Mollie:

You’re right.

Katie:

So many good books that we haven’t talked about.

Mollie:

Should we talk about maybe one book that we’ve read since season one ended
that we loved, and then also what we’re currently reading?

Katie:

Yeah, maybe we should. I think we should.
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Mollie:

Okay, I have to think about that for a second.

Katie:

[00:04:32]

I’m actually gonna mention two, I’m already cheating, Mollie. First, I’m gonna
mention Wundersmith, which was amazing, and I liked it even better than
Nevermoor, I think. I loved it so much because it built on the
world, and I felt like we got know the world so much better. I feel like the stakes
got a little bit higher. I loved the new characters that we met. I loved the
developing friendships that we saw, especially with Cadence, between Cadence
and Morrigan.

Mollie:

I haven’t read it, by the way.

Katie:

You haven’t read it? I thought you started it.

Mollie:

I know, I know. This is gonna shock everyone, ‘cause I posted it for my first read
of 2019, I was like, “This is the first book I’m picking up in the
new year, I’m so excited.” I read about 60 pages, just tearing through it, then I
stopped and I said, “No, I really want to go back and read Nevermoor,” because it
had been two years. And it wasn’t even that I had forgotten. It wasn’t an issue of,
“Oh, I don’t remember this world, and I want to know what’s going on.” It was
more like, “I want to savor this world, and I kind of want to start with the first one
and then go straight into the second.”

[00:05:01]

[00:05:33]

The problem is, I finished the first one, loved it obviously, but then I got
… And we can talk about this, too … but you know that feeling when you have a
stack of books to be read that’s looming, and you’re in the middle of one book
that you’re loving, but you’re also like, “I wanna read five other books right now
at once”?

Katie:

Yes.

Mollie:
[00:06:01]

I got hit with that feeling, so I started The Care and Feeding of Ravenously
Hungry Girls by, I think it’s Anissa Gray. And it’s just a kind
of different pace than Nevermoor. But I’m not very far into it and I’m already
like, “Maybe I should go back to Wundersmith.” So I’m having one of those
months. That’s where I’m at right now.

Katie:

Are you enjoying the book?

Mollie:

Yeah. It’s very similar to The Mothers, and that’s how it was pitched to me. I
knew I was gonna love it ‘cause I loved The Mothers. It’s actually said to be
really similar to … What do they say? … The Mothers meets An
American Marriage, I think. I’ve never read that one, but I’ve heard really good
things about it.

[00:06:32]
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Katie:

Same.

Mollie:

Yeah. Anyway.

Katie:

I’ve never read The Mothers either, although it’s sitting on my shelf.

Mollie:

It’s so beautifully written. So beautifully written.

Katie:

I know I need to read it, I just haven’t.

Mollie:

I think you would like it.

Katie:

I think you’re gonna love Wundersmith, and I really want you to read it.

Mollie:
[00:06:59]

That’s the thing, it’s like I have no doubts about that one, I know I’m just
gonna jump into it. But I’ve also had just a really distracting month, and when I
am distracted by work and life it’s just really hard for me to get into a good book.
I just would rather sit and watch Netflix. Which, by the way, Aaron and I watched
You on Netflix.

Katie:

Oh, was it good? Have you read the book?

Mollie:

No, I didn’t read the book, but I remember when everyone was obsessed with it.
So I kind of knew a little bit about it going into it. We watched it
really quickly. I still don’t know how I feel about it, parts of it were so cheesy.
And I don’t know if I would say the acting was really that great, but I was
definitely entertained to the point where I was watching multiple episodes in a
row.

[00:07:33]

Katie:
[00:08:01]

[00:08:32]

Mollie:

Yeah. Which, I have the book, and I actually can’t decide whether I really … I’ve
owned it for a really long time and I haven’t picked it up, and now
I’m like, “Well, do I really need to read it now that there’s a Netflix show? Maybe
I should just un-haul it off my shelf.” Which, oh my gosh, I can’t believe I’m
saying that as a book lover, but I have so many books on my shelf that I need to
read that could be a favorite. And I know I’ll probably enjoy You, but I can
already tell you it’s not gonna be a favorite book of mine, because those kind of
books are just never favorites for me. So that is my rational. I have so many books
that I know that I’m gonna love that are on my shelf, do I need to hold onto this
book as like, “Oh yeah, that
was fun, it was okay. It’ll probably be a three star book, when I could just watch
the show and get the story.”?
But you did just start a fantasy novel right now.
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Katie:

I did. I started Mistborn.

Mollie:

The Final.

Katie:

The Final Empire. I started the Mistborn trilogy, the first book is The Final
Empire.

Mollie:

How far are you into that?

Katie:

About 50 pages.

[00:09:00]
Mollie:

What do you think so far?

Katie:

I love it so far.

Mollie:

Yeah.

Katie:

Not much has happened, but it’s sort of just setting the scene, but I know –

Mollie:

The fact that you love it already, I’m just like, “Oh, she’s gonna be hooked.”

Katie:

Yeah.

Mollie:

It took me a while to get into. It always takes me a while to get into fantasy,
because it’s not my go-to genre, and all the character names and the locations …
just the language and the world-building in the first 50 to
70 pages, it always takes me a while. Even if I love the fantasy, it just takes me a
while. But once you get into it, I have a feeling you’re not gonna be able to put
that one down. I’m so excited.

[00:09:33]

Katie:

I have a feeling that … I mean, I just started it today, and I haven’t even had that
much time to read, and I’m already on page 50.

Mollie:
[00:10:02]

Wow. Okay, this means when you finish it, and you’re like so hyped up and ready
to start the second one, I’m just gonna hop on that momentum
with you.

Katie:

Do it.

Mollie:

Because it’s taken me so long to read The Well of Ascension, and that’s the
motivation I need to really push me to do it.

Katie:

Yes. This is the timeline, Mollie. We’re gonna read the second one in February,
and then March of course is Middle Grade March, so I can’t read the third one in
March.
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Mollie:

Right, that’s okay.

Katie:

And then, we’ll read the third one in April.

Mollie:

Nice. I love it.

Katie:
[00:10:32]

And it’s gonna be kind of like a momentum train with other people as
well. I’m reading the first one with Julie, from A Girl and a Book.

Mollie:

She hasn’t read it yet?

Katie:

She’s rereading it.

Mollie:

Oh, okay. I was like, “Wait, what?”

Katie:

She heard that I was reading it and she was like, “Katie, I’m gonna read
along with you, because it’s been two years, and I want to reread it.”

Mollie:

Oh, I love it.

Katie:

So we’re reading it this month, and then you, me, and her will read it next
Month. And then, Krista from Books and Jams hasn’t read the third one,
so she’ll read it with us in April.

[00:11:00]
Mollie:

That’s so fun. I love it.

Katie:

So it’s just … more people are gonna be added on. So I’m reading that, but
can I talk about the one book that I finished 2018 with, that I loved?

Mollie:

Yes, please.

Katie:

I read a biography of L.M. Montgomery, called House of Dreams: The Life of
L.M. Montgomery. It’s a middle grade nonfiction book, although I think that it’s
probably geared towards older middle grade readers,
because the content is just a little more mature, I would say. Like, I wouldn’t hand
it to hand it to an eight year old. It was beautifully written. Liz Rosenburg, who is
the author, is a poet, so the writing is beautiful and she just makes you love L.M.
Montgomery more. You learn so much, you learn what a difficult life she had, and
she struggled with mental illness
her entire life. You also see her make these decisions that in some cases were
wonderful decisions. She called her writing career … she said that she was
climbing the Alpine Path, which is just a really beautiful sort of analogy that she
used to describe her dreams of being a writer.

[00:11:29]

[00:12:02]
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[00:12:32]

[00:13:00]

[00:13:35]

[00:14:02]

Even that, there’s sadness even in her writing journey because she was a female
author in the late 19th, early 20th centuries. She was hugely popular, and she was
like the lowest paid author at her publishing house. Also, she
was contractually obligated to write books that she wasn’t necessarily excited to
write, so she felt beholden to that. I don’t know. There’s just so much sadness.
And the way her life ended was very sad. Yet, it was also just so beautiful as well,
and who she was so beautiful, and she filled the world with so much beauty. She
left the world these pieces of literature
that were filled with so much hope, and yet she, in her own life, felt so hopeless. I
was reading some reviews of people who really didn’t like the book, and they felt
like it really tainted how they read her books. Like how they read Anne, because
Anne is so cheerful and optimistic. And Maud
struggled with manic-depression her whole life, although it wasn’t called that
then, but I think that that’s what people looking back say that’s what she had.

[00:14:33]

So people don’t like it because they feel like … I don’t know. But to me, that
makes her work more beautiful and poignant, because she was living
out what she wanted her life to be in her books. And I think there’s something
tragically beautiful about that, but she had such a rich imagination that she was
able in some ways to live out this hopeful life that she wished she had. I don’t
know, I think there’s something really sweet about that.

Mollie:
[00:15:03]

That is pretty cool. Having read Anne of Green Gables, I would have
never thought that that’s kind of what her life is like.

Katie:

Yeah, I know. But it was a wonderful biography, and I feel like anyone –

Mollie:

I’m definitely gonna read it.

Katie:

I know, I really think that you should, it was so wonderful.

Mollie:

Yeah, I wanna read more nonfiction this year, which we’ll get in to. In
one of our episodes, we’re gonna talk about our 2019 reading goals. But
I’m definitely gonna put that one on my list.

Katie:

That’s funny that that’s one of your goals, because that’s also one of my
goals.

Mollie:
[00:15:33]

Yes. Yes. Forever reading the same things. That’s my goal. That’s my real
goal, is to read whatever you’re reading.

Katie:

I know, right? I think that’s my ultimate goal as well.

Mollie:

I’m trying to think, like, I don’t think I read that many great books from the time
that we stopped recording to now, except for rereading Nevermoor. I did Where
the Crawdads Sing, I think was like right after we stopped recording, which of

Page 10 of 23

[00:16:04]

course, I loved. The Adults was a fun holiday
read for me.

Katie:

Oh, yeah. I’ve read that entire Winter Street Series by Elin Hilderbrand, and that
was really fun. That was a really fun holiday read.

Mollie:

Oh, yeah. Who was I just talking to? I was talking to my friend Allison who was
talking about that series, and I was like, “Oh my gosh, Katie was just talking
about that.” That’s fun. That seems like a really great time to read that. Or just
[Inaudible 00:16:27].

Katie:
[00:16:33]

It was, and I read the entire series, all four books, in like a week and a
half.

Mollie:

That’s awesome, I love it.

Katie:

‘Cause they were really short, and they were just that kind of book that was so
easy to get through because the chapters were really short, it wasn’t very long, it
was a page turner, and a Christmassy … It was just so easy to get through.

Mollie:

Isn’t it so satisfying to you when you have seasonal reading that you actually get
done in that time?

Katie:

Yes.

[00:17:00]
Mollie:

I know there were times when I would want to read all these Christmassy books,
and I just couldn’t get around to them. Then you feel like you have to wait a
whole ‘nother year before you can read these wintery, holiday books.

Katie:

Yes.

Mollie:

But it’s so satisfying when you’re like, “Oh yes, I have this book, it came at the
perfect time, and now I can read it in the perfect time.”

Katie:

Yes. Let’s talk about our favorite books from the year.

[00:17:29]
Mollie:

[00:17:59]

Yes, let’s do it. I have really, just five books that I’ve narrowed it down to. Part of
that is that I haven’t read nearly as many books as you, I don’t think, so it was
kind of easy for me. But it’s funny looking at them, and I’ve said this before on
my Instagram, if you follow me, Katie is largely responsible for all of my
favorites. She’s like forced me to read these
books, and I’m so thankful because they made my list. Top favorite book for me is
The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah. And I already said that, but I don’t think
anyone’s surprised.
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Katie:

[00:18:30]
Mollie:

[00:19:00]

[00:19:35]
Katie:

[00:20:02]
Mollie:
Katie:

Yeah, and I would actually agree with that for me, I think. Although, it’s so hard
for me to order them. If I love a book it’s really hard for me. Especially because I
know another one of your top five is The Girl Who Drank The Moon, and that’s
one of mine as well, that’s in my top three. And how do you compare The Great
Alone with The Girl who Drank the
Moon? They’re so different.
You’re so right. And now that I think about it I’m also like, Station Eleven might
be my top favorite, because that’s like one of my top favorites ever, I have to say.
It’s almost like I didn’t even include Station Eleven in that list because it wasn’t a
new release. Or, I did include it in my list of top five, but thinking of, “Oh, my top
favorite book of the year,” for some reason my mind goes to the new release of
the year. But new-to-me books
favorites, it is hard. It’s hard to prioritize them, but I do think Station Eleven, not
to jump around too much, but that book wrecked me. I mean, we’re talking weeks
of thinking about it. I had dreams about it. I loved that book. And the writing was
beautiful, the characters … I don’t know what it was. I’m not really a huge post
apocalyptic, any kind of …. What’s the
category for this book?
I say it’s post apocalyptic, and actually, I feel really strongly that that’s the genre,
even though it’s kind of sub genre. I’ve heard people say dystopian, but it’s not
really dystopian. In my mind, a dystopian book is one in which there is a society
that is supposed to be perfect and is actually not.

Oh interesting, that makes sense.

[0:20:27]

And that’s not what this is. It’s exploring the world after a catastrophic event has
happened, and humanity is in shambles. So, to me, the genre really is post
apocalypse, it’s a post apocalyptic book. I actually get kind of up in arms when I
see people describe it as a dystopian, because that’s
not what it is. I would never put Station Eleven next to …

Mollie:

Like, Divergent?

Katie:

Yes, they’re so totally different. Divergent, and the same with … What’s that other
one that’s really popular?

Mollie:

Hunger Games?

Katie:

Hunger Games. Thank you. Yeah, Hunger Games, where there’s this society that
was set up to make society perfect, but it has gone wrong and
is now … Because that’s not what it is at all, it’s exploring our world as if it has
come to the end of civilization. And actually, I really love post apocalyptic books

[00:21:01]
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[00:21:34]

for the same reason that I like Game of Thrones, and for the same reason that I
like zombie movies, because really, what they are all exploring is this idea of,
“What do we, as humans, do? How do we find
our humanity? Where does our humanity lie, and what do we hold on to? And,
where do we find hope when civilization has come to an end?”

Mollie:

And resilience.

Katie:

Yes. And I think that Station Eleven explores that so perfectly. I’ve never been
able to find a post apocalyptic book that measures up to it, even though in my
head I’m like, “Yes, I love this so much and I want more of
it.”

[00:22:01]

[00:22:29]

Yeah, it’s so true, it’s so unique in that way. I don’t think I’ve read anything quite
like it. And it’s interesting, ‘cause it almost has like a Night Circus kind of vibe, in
the sense that the characters are really … you’re not super attached to them. Is it
omniscient? I don’t even remember. I
don’t think it was omniscient point of view, right? No.

Katie:

Mm-hmm (affirmative). No, but it –

Mollie:

You bounce from chapter to chapter.

Katie:

you bounce from chapter to chapter, so it’s not really omniscient, but it is like
third person, but you’re –

Mollie:

But that feeling of like everything coming together, and seeing how one character
is effected by another character, that they may never meet. It just
makes you feel so small in the best way, and I just loved it. Anyway, do you want
to share one of yours? Or should I … You share one of yours, ‘cause I’m
babbling.

Mollie:

[00:22:59]

Katie:

[00:23:30]

[00:24:01]
Mollie:

Okay, well, we really haven’t talked about The Great Alone, and that’s on both of
our lists. We talked about Station Eleven, which wasn’t on my list because I read
it a couple years ago, maybe three or four years ago now, when it first came out.
So it’s been a while. But I still love it, and it’s on my top favorites. And clearly,
like I remember a lot about that. Sorry, I
know we’re gonna move on from Station Eleven, but I do want to say, it has
staying power, because there’s so many times when I don’t remember … it takes a
lot for me to remember a book and what happens in a book, and how it affected
me and things, especially now that I read so many books every year. And Station
Eleven has really stayed with me, and that’s just so unusual. And that’s why I
think it makes my top, top favorites ever.

It’s just one of those books where it hurts your heart. The characters just hurt your
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heart. You know what I mean?
Katie:

Yeah.

Mollie:

And speaking of hurting your heart.

Katie:

Oh, The Great Alone. Totally. And you know what both of those books have in
common, is a bittersweet ending.

Mollie:

Yep, which we are both fond of.

Katie:

We both love bittersweet endings. And I thought that The Great Alone handled
that so well. Actually, I read some reviews of The Great Alone that hated the
ending, ‘cause
they thought it was too saccharine, and I was
like …

[00:24:31]
Mollie:
.
Katie:

Wow. I couldn’t disagree more
Couldn’t disagree more. I know. Did it end hopefully? Yes. I was very satisfied
with the ending. I didn’t leave feeling depressed, but it’s not like everything was
wrapped up in a tidy bow. The characters that you grow to love throughout the
book, things happen to them and they’re changed forever because of it.

[00:25:01]
Mollie:

It was so good.

Katie:

It was so good.

Mollie:

The writing, the setting, just feeling like you’re in Alaska when you’re reading it.

Katie:

So atmospheric. Like, Alaska was a character. And the way the characters were
drawn was so beautiful. I think that I loved The Great Alone partially because
Kristin, she did such a good job of making you love these characters so much, and
then, also detest some characters as well.

[00:25:33]
Mollie:

Large Marge.

Katie:

Oh my gosh Large Marge, I love Large Marge.

Mollie:

It was so good. I feel like historical fiction, too … I haven’t read many books set
in that time. You know what I mean? I would like to read more in the 60s, 70s. I
really need to pick up more Kristin Hannah, because so far I’ve only read The
Great Alone, and The Nightingale, and I loved both
of them so much. But I will say The Great Alone is better than The Nightingale, in
my mind.

[00:26:00]
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Katie:

I think so too, same with me. And I know that some people like The Nightingale
better, but I think that Kristin Hannah’s … It’s not like I thought her writing was
bad in The Nightingale, but I thought her writing improved by leaps and bounds
in The Great Alone. I thought the writing was gorgeous in The Great Alone. I
don’t remember feeling like that reading The Nightingale.

Mollie:

She really hit her strike with this one.

Katie:
[00:26:34]

Yes. Let’s also talk about The Girl Who Drank the Moon, because that’s
also on both of our lists.

Mollie:

Oh my gosh, by the way, all the links to these books will be in our show notes, so
don’t feel like you have to scramble to write them all down right now. And if you
click on our links, you guys, in our show notes … This is just a quick little plug,
but we have some affiliate links, and if you actually click on them to purchase a
book we get a small commission from that.
But it doesn’t effect you in any way. Does that make sense? So if you’d like to
support the podcast, it’s a great thing to do. I’m just gonna throw that out there.
Okay, The Great Alone.

[00:27:02]

Katie:

No, The Girl Who Drank the Moon.

Mollie:

Sorry. Oh my gosh, I still have The Great Alone on my brain. The Girl Who Drank
the Moon. Beautiful, middle grade, we both read this for Middle Grade March,
right?

Katie:

Yeah. Do we need to explain what these books are about? We haven’t given any
sort of synopsis.

[00:27:29]
Mollie:

Yeah, I guess we could. Station Eleven is a post apocalyptic world, as Katie
mentioned, and it’s one of the more realistic stories that I’ve ever read. It just
makes your stomach hurt because you can just imagine how the world would be
in this state.

Katie:

It feels plausible.

Mollie:

Yes, it feels very plausible.

Katie:

It’s a world in which the world has been devastated by a flu that kills like 90
something percent of the population.

[00:28:04]
Mollie:

And it’s very fast moving.
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Katie:

It’s very fast moving. And it kind of flips back and forth between several time
lines and several characters living within each of these timelines.

Mollie:

There’s a traveling symphony. That was like one of my favorite parts of the whole
book, that there’s this traveling symphony.

Katie:

Yeah, one of the main parts of the book is this traveling symphony that’s going
between settlement and settlement, and like Mollie said, there’s not
a huge plot, that’s the basic premise. It kind of is exploring this idea of … I
remember there’s a quote called “Survival isn’t sufficient,” and that’s basically the
premise of the book as well. Like, that is what it’s exploring. So if survival isn’t
sufficient, what is it that … As people, it’s not just
about survival. When survival is the most important thing, how is it that you can
keep your humanity still, and what else is it that makes up our humanity, what sets
us apart, kind of. At least, that’s my memory.

[00:28:34]

[00:28:59]

Mollie:

Well said. So, The Great Alone, wanna get …

Katie:
[00:29:29]

The Great Alone is about a family. The family is made up of Leni, who’s
a teenager, and her parents, Ernt, who is a Vietnam vet, and … Do you remember
what her mom’s name is?

Mollie:

Uh-uh, I don’t.

Katie:

[00:30:30]

And her mom, whose name eludes us. But Ernt, Leni’s father, decides that he
wants to move the family up to Alaska, and in some ways Alaska is sort of the last
frontier. They move up to Alaska and they are woefully unprepared, so they are
trying to get settled. And as winter approaches,
you watched Ernt’s mental state deteriorate. The nature of Alaska gets darker and
darker and more oppressive, and what’s happening in the homelife becomes
darker and darker and more oppressive, along with what’s happening in the
outside world. And I thought that those two
parallels worked together really beautifully. Hauntingly, maybe.

Mollie:

Yes.

Katie:

So that’s like the basic plot, and so much happens beyond that.

Mollie:

Definite trigger warning for domestic abuse. This is not a book that you want to
read if you can’t handle that in a book. I think that’s probably pretty obvious
though. But it’s just the tension that builds over the first
half of the book, is so great. You feel it coming. And the fact that she still pulls
you in even though you know what’s coming. It’s just really beautiful.

[00:30:07]

[00:31:01]

Katie:

It is really good. And actually, just to pull in a Game of Thrones reference, as I
was reading it I kept thinking about the Stark phrase, which is, “Winter is
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[00:31:31]

coming.” Anyway, just a Game of Thrones/ Great Alone
parallel.

[00:32:30]

Here’s a really quick synopsis about The Girl Who Drank the Moon. The Girl
Who Drank the Moon is about a town that lives on one side of a forest, and a
witch who lives really close by. Every year, the town thinks that they need to
sacrifice one of their children to this witch who lives in the woods. And every
year, the witch finds these children and is like, “Why does this town keep leaving
these babies for me in the woods?” And
what she does is she takes these babies and carries them over to the other side of
the forest to another town, and finds a family to raise and love this abandoned
child. And along the way, the witch feeds the baby starlight. But one year, she
accidently feeds one of these babies moonlight, which imbues the baby with
magic, and she ends up having to raise the baby as
her own.

Mollie:

So good.

Katie:

Oh my gosh.

Mollie:

It’s so beautiful.

Katie:

[00:33:05]

So beautiful. Beautifully written. This is a middle grade book, but I feel like this
is one of those middle grade books that transcends the category. The author does
not write down to her audience, she expects a lot from her readers, and therefore,
adult readers will get just as much out of this book as children readers. It’s so
lovely. I thought thematically it was lovely, it
draws on themes of –

Mollie:

Glerk.

Katie:

Yes, the characters are great, I love the character of Glerk, he’s like this swamp
monster, and he’s lovely. Yeah. But like, themes of forgiveness, and belonging.

Mollie:

What we do with our sorrow.

Katie:
[00:33:29]

[00:34:00]

Yeah, what we do with our sorrow, what we do with our pain, and the
consequences of that. It’s a lot a book about consequences as well. Like, if we
don’t take care of our pain in the right way, what are the consequences of that? If
we don’t handle our sorrow in the right way, what are the consequences of that?
And of course, some of the consequences are huge, and some of the characters
that we love have to deal with this as well, and they have to deal with some
consequences too. I just thought it’s brilliantly
told, it’s wonderful story telling.

Mollie:

Yes, agreed. Another book on my list was Echo, that you also told me to read, by

[00:31:59]
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Pam Ryan.
Katie:

Pan Muñoz Ryan.

Mollie:

[00:34:33]

Yes. I listened to that one on audio, and the production value of that audiobook
was so good. It’s the number one thing I tell people when they ask, “What should
I get on audio?” It’s three sisters. Maybe I wont start
with that. It’s a little boy named Otto who meets these three mysterious sisters in
the woods, in the forbidden forest. And he finds himself on this journey involving
a prophecy, and a promise, and a harmonica. Then, the book goes on from there to
tell, I think, three separate stories, it might be four.

Katie:

It’s three.

[00:34:58]
Mollie:

Katie:
[00:35:33]

It’s three. So decades later, there’s Friedrich in Germany … I’m looking on
Goodreads … There’s Mike in Pennsylvania, Ivy in California. And they each
have their individual stories that don’t really have anything to do with each other,
but it weaves together in this beautiful way.
Yeah, the thread that weaves them all together is somehow this harmonica ends up
in all of their lives. So that’s the thread that weaves their stories
together, or links them. There’s that one sort of magical element to the book, but
really the book is not a fantasy book, it’s set in our world.

Mollie:

Right, it’s World War II.

Katie:

It’s a World War II historical fiction novel with this one sort of fantasy element.
So maybe it would be magical realism, I guess. I don’t know.

Mollie:

Yeah, I don’t know. I’m always confused by magical realism, to be honest.

[00:35:59]
Katie:

I am too. Which is why I just kind of say it’s historical fiction with a magical
element.

Mollie:

Yeah, totally. Okay, what other books do you have?

Katie:

Well, I feel like this also isn’t gonna be a surprise for people, but one of my books
was Wives and Daughters by Elizabeth Gaskell, which was my first Elizabeth
Gaskell I read. I also read another Elizabeth Gaskell novel, and I really liked that
one too, but Wives and Daughters was my favorite. Wives and Daughters is about
a 17 year old girl named Molly Gibson, who
lives with her widowed father. So her mother has passed away. And when she’s
17, he decides that he needs to remarry, and that kind of throws their lives off
course. Her stepmother is vain, and shallow, and selfish, and really she’s kind of a

[00:36:30]
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[00:36:59]

[00:37:32]

[00:38:01]

[00:38:30]

[00:39:00]

caricature. She’s funny, she reminds me a little bit of
Mrs. Bennett from Pride and Prejudice, but more selfish than Mrs. Bennett. Mrs.
Bennett was silly, but she wasn’t selfish, she was trying to do the best for her
daughter. Whereas, I think that Molly Gibson’s mother was silly like Mrs.
Bennett, but also really selfish.
Also, Molly’s stepsister, who comes into the picture, whose name is Cynthia,
who’s beautiful and sophisticated, and really irresistible to every man she meets,
including the man that Molly has kind of harbored
affectionate feelings for. And that’s really kind of what it’s about . It doesn’t
sound particularly exciting, but it’s beautifully told. One of my favorite things in
books are characters that you fall in love with, I love to feel very connected with
the characters. And I love the characters in this book, partially because they’re all
flawed. Even the most lovable of the
characters are flawed, they’re not perfect people, and I love that. I think this book
is also interesting because Elizabeth Gaskell died before she was able to finish it,
so it ends a little bit abruptly. But I don’t want that to turn people off from reading
the book, because it’s just such a wonderful story.
I ran across a really interesting sort of idea about this book, or a quote of
someone who was talking about this book, and saying it has elements of Jane
Austen’s sort of social commentary, Charlotte Bronte’s romanticism, and sort of
the episodic nature of Charles Dickens writing. I can see all those influences in
her writing because Charles Dickens was her editor, so
you can understand why you might recognize a little bit of Charles
Dickens in her books. Charlotte Bronte was her best friend, so you can see her
influence. Then, Jane Austen, her books came before, so her influence would just
sort of naturally come about. I feel like if you’re a fan of any of those authors,
then you should give Elizabeth Gaskell a chance, because she was wonderful, and
I want to read more of her books.

Mollie:

She’s on my list.

Katie:

You should read North and South with me this year.

[00:39:30]
Mollie:

Okay. I definitely want to read Wives and Daughters.

Katie:

I wouldn’t start with that one though.

Mollie:

Oh, really? Okay.

Katie:

Well, only because it’s like 600 pages. It’s really long.

Mollie:

Oh, gotcha.
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Katie:

It’s just really, really long.

Mollie:

Yeah. The only other book on my list, ‘cause I did top five, , obviously,
obviously.

Katie:
[00:40:00]

We could probably end there. We’ve talked about Where the Crawdads
Sing, which was one of my favorites from the year. I could also mention How to
Walk Away by Katherine Center, which is a little bit of a … wouldn’t typically be
on my favorites list, just because it’s not like a literary fiction novel, you know?
You wouldn’t read that and be like, “Oh my gosh, the writing is so beautiful,” but
it just really resonated with me, and I think I loved it so much because I really
liked the story and I really
liked how she dealt with that scenario. I just really appreciated it, and I
appreciated it as apposed to a similar situation in Me Before You. Which is such a
controversial opinion that I have. I think so many people like Me Before You, and
I struggled with that book so much. And I really liked
How to Walk Away, which is about a young woman who’s probably in her 20s, her
career’s going really well, she’s in a relationship that’s going really well, and her
boyfriend convinces her to go on a plane flight. He’s gotten his pilots license and
he wants to take her on a plane ride, and she’s terrified of planes but decides to do
it because, what could possibly
happen?

[00:40:30]

[00:40:59]

[00:41:33]

[00:42:00]

[00:42:28]

And of course, the plane crashes. He walks away from the plane crash, she uses
the use of her limbs from the waist down. So she’s dealing with the aftermath of
that. I felt like it was such a beautiful picture of … As I was
reading the book, there were so many situations that she was put in that made me
so angry on her behalf. Like, her boyfriend, who doesn’t stick around, and I’m
like, “How could you? You caused this, and you’re just gonna get up and leave?”
It made me so mad. And of course, she deals with some of that. But to me, the
message that I took away from that book, the biggest message was, no matter
what circumstances are thrown at you
in life, you cannot let bitterness take hold in your heart, or it will ruin you.
And I just thought that was such a beautiful message, because here I was, stewing
in my anger on her behalf, and she was learning how to forgive and let go of
situations that were out of her control. I just really loved that. So that’s why I
loved How to Walk Away.

Mollie:

Love it. I heard the audiobook was really good too.

Katie:

Oh, really?

[00:42:59]
Mollie:

Yeah. That’s another one on my list. You have more on your list, don’t you?
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Katie:

I do. But I don’t need to talk about them all.

Mollie:

No, I wanna hear them.

Katie:

Okay. I’ll be Gone in the Dark was also on my list.

Mollie:

Oh yes.

Katie:

By Michelle McNamara. I think that might be … I was gonna say that’s the only
nonfiction on my list, but I also have House of Dreams on my list, which I’ve
already talked about.

Mollie:

And that one, you had the best reading story for that one. Like, the timing of
everything.

[00:43:30]
Katie:

Yes, and I think that’s why it ended up on my favorites list, because I finished that
book on the day … I think it was on the day, but it also have maybe been a day or
two before, but I’m pretty sure it was on the day … My memory is that it was on
the day that the Golden State Killer was caught.

Mollie:

That’s so crazy.

Katie:
[00:44:05]

I know. This is also really funny, because this is another book in which the
writer died before she was able to complete the book.

Mollie:

Yeah. So weird that you read two of those.

Katie:

I know. Michelle McNamara tragically died before she was able to finish the
book, so it ends both before the case was solved, and also, it ends before she was
really able to wrap up her writing. So it doesn’t feel completed, and a lot of
people struggle with that when they read the book.
I didn’t, I thought that it was very appropriately dealt with in the book. The people
that she was working on the book with, they kind of tried to take her notes and put
together their thoughts about her notes, but they didn’t try to take over her voice
or finish what she was trying to do. I just really liked the way that was handled.

[00:44:29]

[00:45:00]

[00:45:27]

I don’t read a lot of true crime, I do have kind of a morbid curiosity about things,
and I know some people take issue with true crime in general. I don’t read a lot of
it, but I really liked this because … I don’t know how this compares to other true
crime books, but part of what I really enjoyed about it was that Michelle
McNamara told you what happened without
sort of glorifying the events and what happened to these people. I actually I felt
like she treated the victims with a lot of respect. So I really appreciated that, and
then I also really appreciated that she talked a lot … this was as much memoir
about herself and her obsession, and why she was obsessed with true crime,
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[00:46:00]

because of this event that happened to her when she was a young woman, so she
explores that a lot in the book as
well.
I just really, really liked it, but I think the reason why it’s on my favorites of the
year is that I finished it on the day they caught the Golden State Killer, which kind
of brought this resolution to the book that maybe some people didn’t feel.

Mollie:

You’re probably going to remember that for the rest of your life.

Katie:

Yeah, I think I will. It was just very strange. Another one that ended up being on
my list was Jane of Lantern Hill by L.M. Montgomery. It would
be weird if I didn’t have an L.M. Montgomery book on my list, however,
eventually there wont be, because I will have read all of her books. I read both the
Emily series this year for the very first time, which was Emily of New Moon,
Emily Climbs, and then Emily’s Quest, and I really liked those books. I think I
liked the first one in that series the best.

[00:46:29]

[00:46:59]
Mollie:

I was gonna say, I thought that would definitely be on your list.

Katie:

I know.

Mollie:

That series.

Katie:

I didn’t want to choose … I mean, I guess I could have put that on my list as well.
But I think I enjoyed the story of Jane of Lantern Hill a little bit more overall, it
was a stand alone. I don’t know. It probably would depend
on what day you asked me, but on the day I made my list it was Jane of
Lantern Hill, so that’s what we’re going with. It actually reminded me a little bit
of another L.M. Montgomery book that I really want you to read, Mollie, is The
Blue Castle, which I love. It’s my other favorite L.M. Montgomery book that I’ve
read so far in my life. And Jane of Lantern Hill reminded me of The Blue Castle a
little bit because … So it’s about a
young girl named Jane who lives with her mother and her grandmother, and her
mother is a little bit flighty, and also a little bit of a ... How would you describe
her? … like a wet rag. Like, she’s really easily bowled over, she’s pushed around
really easily, she doesn’t really have a backbone.

[00:47:30]

[00:47:59]

[00:48:29]

They both kind of live at the whim of her very severe grandmother. The father is
not in the picture, you don’t really know why he’s not in the
picture, it’s not that he’s died, he’s just not in the picture. And one day, he kind of
comes back into her life. She lives in the Toronto area, and she goes to live with
him for the summer on Prince Edward Island. And she blooms and comes to life
on Prince Edward Island, and falls in love with the island, and falls in love with
her father. That’s kind of where the story goes. It’s just really lovely. She
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[00:49:03]

blossoms, she comes into her own, she
goes back to Toronto, and she no longer lets her grandmother push her around. I
just really loved it. Emily of New Moon, I guess why I didn’t put it on the list is
that in some ways it’s similar to Anne but a little bit darker. I really liked it.

Mollie:

Oh yeah, I remember you saying that.

Katie:
[00:49:35]

Yeah. I really liked it, and there were aspects of it that I love, like Emily’s
highest ambition in life, kind of like Maud’s, is to become a writer. That’s her
dream, and she holds onto that more than anything else in her life, so I really
loved that. But there was a romantic interest in that series that really creeped me
out and kind of tainted the series for me, because I was just so grossed out by it.
That’s all I’ll say about that right now. So, yeah, Jane of
Lantern Hill. But not the Emily series, maybe. Oh, I also think Echo was on my
list, too. We already talked about that one.

[00:50:01]

Mollie:

Well, we have a good list for listeners to check out.

Katie:

Yeah. Yeah, we do.

Mollie:

So those were our favorite books of 2018. We hope that you enjoyed it. We want
to know what your favorites were, so definitely let us know if you follow us over
on Instagram. You can also check us out, we have a
website, nothankswerebooked.com, and all of our social links are on there as well.
We also have a Patreon, patreon.com/nothankswerebooked, where we
occasionally chat, and we’re gonna be reading a book in February. So hopefully
this episode will come out in time for this, but we will be reading Virgil Wander
by Leif Enger, and I’m so excited.

[00:50:28]

Katie:

Me too!

Mollie:
[00:51:00]

Yes! This is the same author who wrote Peace Like a River, which, if
you’ve been listening you know we’re big fans of, especially Katie. She’s the one
who got me to read it, and I’m so excited.

Katie:

I’m the biggest evangelist for Peace Like a River I think you will ever meet in
your life.

Mollie:

Aaron is reading it right now.

Katie:

You know what’s so funny? Is that Steve decided to pick it up recently, too.

Mollie:

Stop. Are you serious?

Katie:

Yeah.
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Mollie:

Oh my gosh, I love it.

Katie:

They should have their own little book club discussion about it.

Mollie:

You guys let us know if you want us to have Steve and Aaron on to talk about
Peace Like a River.

[00:51:29]
Katie:

Should we have hubby …

Mollie:

Should we have hubby, singular ...

Katie:

Singular.

Mollie:

Back on an episode? Oh gosh.

Katie:

If you want to join us for reading Virgil Wander, which we highly suggest, then
head on over to Patreon and think about supporting our podcast for $2 a month.

Mollie:

Also, you can read along with us. We will be on Instagram stories and things like
that probably, talking about how we’re enjoying it. Which, I
just feel like we’re gonna love it.

[00:52:01]
Katie:

Don’t forget to subscribe to our podcast, wherever you listen to podcasts. Make
sure you click the subscribe button. Is that right? Is it subscribe?

Mollie:

Smash that like button.

Katie:

This isn’t YouTube.

Mollie:

I think we’re gonna wrap it up here, friends.

Katie:

Thank you guys so much for listening. And until next time, stay booked.

Mollie:

Stay booked.
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